New ventures

The Prince of Wales opens
Weymouth College’s Dorset
Construction & Training Centre

The Prince of Wales opened Weymouth College’s
Dorset Construction and Training Centre during a
visit to Poundbury on Wednesday 9th December.
Prior to opening the College Construction and
Training Centre, HRH led a group of visitors on a
tour of the Poundbury development.

The Dorset Construction & Training Centre in
Poundbury has been operational since February
2009 and hosts all of Weymouth College’s stone
masonry provision, including the Foundation degree
in Applied Architectural Stonework & Conservation.
The Centre has a fully-fitted workshop that can
accommodate 50 masons working at dedicated
Bankers as well as easels for letter cutting.

Adjacent to the workshop is a mould-cutting room
where students prepare their scale drawings and
zinc templates prior to working their stone blocks.
The College has students enrolled from around the
world and they routinely excel at skills events both
nationally and internationally.

As well as stone masonry, the Centre’s other purpose
is to become a Centre of Excellence in Sustainable
Construction. As part of these plans a low energy
building is being erected that will include a number
of sensors to monitor air tightness, thermal bridging
and acoustic bridging, amongst others. The Centre
also has the facility to run a wide range of leisure
courses using two large classrooms and IT suite.
The College currently offers heritage-based courses
including roof thatching, dry stone walling and lime
applications.

During the visit Prince Charles popped inside a
Tucal, which is a mud hut made with traditional
building techniques. Local school children helped
to build this Tucal as they learnt about how the
children of Sudan live. It also helped them to
understand the importance of fund-raising for
schools in the Nuba Mountains of Sudan.

Poundbury is the urban extension to Dorchester
and is famous internationally as a pioneering
example of urban development. It seeks to
implement the principles expounded in The Prince
of Wales’s 1989 book, ‘A Vision of Britain’. It is the
result of The Prince’s belief on town-planning
coupled with a long period of public consultation
between 1988 and 1993. Poundbury is expected
to be fully completed by 2025 when it will add
approximately 5000 to the population of Dorchester
with 2000 jobs in the factories, offices and general
facilities across the site.
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Medici Venus unvelled
at Chiswick House

Liverymen who visited Chiswick House in October 2006 will be
interested to know of a development which was mentioned at
the time. Past Master David Beattie, a trustee of the the
Chiswick House Friends writes:

A statue of the Medici Venus was
installed on the Doric Column in the
grounds of Chiswick House on
Monday, 21 September 2009. Old
prints and drawings show that there
used to be a statue on the Column,
but it vanished a century or two ago,
since when the Column has
stood looking a bit lost and forlorn.
As part of the Heritage Lottery Fund
£12.1m project for the restoration

of the grounds it was decided to
reinstate the statue and the rose
garden at the base of the Column.

The Chiswick House Friends

decided to make this our contribution to the

project. There were various thoughts of producing a lead copy,

or a moulding in man-made material. But | argued that only a freshly
carved statue in natural stone would live up to Lord Burlington's
standards of excellence and a Grade | listed garden, as well
as helping to keep craft skills alive. The Friends and English Heritage
accepted these arguments. Liveryman Dick Reid was invaluable in
giving expert (but discreet) advice behind the scenes. We chose
Andrian Melka, who has a distinguished record of commissions, to
carve the statue. We have all fallen in love with her.




