DRAY’S GRAVE

F.G. Dray, a Common Councilman of
the City for 44 years, was Master of the
Company no less than four times — in
1907 (at the age of 45), 1917, 1918 and
1925. No doubt he was asked to take
office for the second and third times to
take the place of men who were on active
service in the First World War, Dray
having been too old by then to have
been called up. He was also a Liveryman
of the Basketmakers’ and the Loriners’
Companies, though it is clear that he
owed his principal loyalty to the Masons.

It is all the more remarkable, therefore,
that he found time to run a successful
business manufacturing paper and other
stationery goods. The firm, G.W. Dray &
Son Ltd., was founded in 1856 by
Frederick’s father with its main base in
Newcastle, and a factory, the Drayton
Paper Works Ltd., in Fulham. This
building was erected in 1914 on a site
close to the present Hurlingham Club,
but was demolished in the 1980s to
make way for a modern business park
on the banks of the Thames. The
company’s main claim to fame seems
to have been the ‘invention’ and
production of the first toilet paper in roll
form. Would that the Masons’ Company
had been bequeathed the patent for this
development — a penny on each roll sold
would have been a “nice little earner”!
There is, however, no record of the idea
ever having been patented - at least not
by Dray’s.

Frederick Dray was married to Allie
Horton Dray (1865-1944) and lived for
much of his married life in a house in
Lower Sloane Street in Chelsea. The
impressive family memorial (pictured) at
Highgate, was originally commissioned
and erected to mark the grave of his
only child, a daughter named Evelyn
Muriel Dray, who died in 1926 at the
tragically young age of 36. Evelyn had
been awarded the MBE and, although
we do not know the citation for the award
or the cause of her early demise, it is
tempting to speculate that she might
have been involved in some special work

12 Tablets Spring 2010

Each July the newly-elected Master
and Wardens, and the Clerk, of the
Masons’ Company gather in Highgate
Eastern Cemetery at a rather
prominent memorial marking the
grave of the Dray family. They are here
to carry out express wishes set out in
the Will of Frederick George Dray,
born in 1862 and who died in 1941
aged 79 years. Past Master Barry
Woodman reflects on the story behind
the visit.

relating to the Great War. However, it
would have been very unusual for a
young woman to have been employed
in this way at that time, and further
research is needed to try to establish
the facts.

The loss of his only child must have been
a tragic blow to Frederick, and he was
evidently determined to mark her passing
with a suitably striking monument in the
principal cemetery of London. The main
structure, built upon a mound, is of grey
granite and is surmounted by an angel

in Portland stone. Because trees now
overhang the memorial, the angel has
an unfortunate tendency to turn green
from algae growth, and requires cleaning
at intervals. Dray’s Will specified that the
memorial was also to mark the burials
of him and his wife, and he appears to
have been almost obsessive about being
remembered in the absence of heirs or
close family.

His considerable estate was to be
administered by the Midland Bank (now
part of HSBC) as trustees, and he
bequeathed to the Masons’ Company
the sum of £500 per annum from the
income generated by the estate. This
was a significant sum in the early 1940s
but payment was dependent upon the
officers of the Company gathering to
inspect the memorial and to lay flowers
on the grave each year. They are then
to submit a written report to the trustees
detailing the condition of the grave and
any maintenance work required, funds
for which were also set aside. He also
directed that “two children and one
teacher from each of the Institutions”
(several orphanages and children’s
homes, including the Lord Mayor
Treloar's Home, which he had generously
supported in life and in his Will) were to
visit and place flowers on his grave at
Highgate on the 19th March each year,
being the birthday of his daughter,
Evelyn. Each of the children and their
teachers were then to be given “a sum
of Two Guineas and an extra liberal sum
to cover travelling expenses and
refreshments” — handsome reward in
those days for a trip to Highgate!

It is rather sad to think that, in the
absence of any direct heirs, such a
prominent businessman and City figure
should have felt the need to make such
detailed provisions to try to ensure the
continuation of his memory. Nearly
seventy years on the Masons’ Company,
at least, plays its part in carrying out
Frederick Dray’s dying wishes.
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