Looking at history

Temple Bar - alink with history

Past Master Sandy Copland, chairman of the Membership Committee, takes
a closer look at the venue where potential new Liverymen are interviewed

In the past five years the Membership
Committee has met over 50
prospective candidates for the Livery
in the room above Temple Bar, next
to St Paul’s Cathedral, thus giving
them an opportunity for a close
inspection of this remarkable edifice.

Built of Portland Stone in 1672 by
Joshua Marshall, Master of Masons’
Company in 1670, to the design of Sir
Christopher Wren and at the command
of King Charles Il, to mark the
boundary between the City of London
and “the liberty of Westminster”, the
building was more recently restored
by Cathedral Works Organisation,
Chichester of which Liveryman
Bernard Burns is managing director.

Whilst the archway originally defined
the point of entry to the City, at which
the monarch is forced to halt and
request permission to enter, the room
upstairs had many different uses. It
was at first thought that it might be
useful as a temporary lock-up but was
later used as ledger room for Child’s
Bank who occupied neighbouring
premises at No 1 Fleet St (where the
customers included King Charles Il -
perpetually overdrawn - Nell Gwyn
and Samuel Pepys) and also as the
printing office for The Star newspaper.

The building was taken down in 1878
principally because of “the interruption
to traffic through its continued
existence” when it was discovered
that it had been built using stones that
had previously been in some older
buildings, probably destroyed in the
Great Fire.

For nearly 10 years these stones lay
in a yard in Farringdon until in 1887
the Corporation of London agreed to
let Sir Henry Meux, the London brewer
who lived at Theobalds Park in
Hertfordshire, have them as a wedding
present for his wife.

Sir Henry and Lady Meux had the
stones re-erected as a grand gateway
to their estate and the upstairs room
was used as an additional dining room
where they entertained many
distinguished guests, including, it is
believed, King Edward VII and Sir
Winston Churchill.

¢6as near as we get

to having a base of

our own in the City??

The room over Temple Bar, as a ledger room for Child’s Bank

Temple Bar 1870 at the entrance to Fleet Street

In 1930 it was scheduled as an Ancient
Monument but sadly thereafter it fell
into disrepair and by 1970 weather
and vandalism had caused
considerable damage to the stonework

People in the City and elsewhere had
for many years continued to hope for
the return of the monument to the City
but it was not until 2001 that a suitable
site was identified. The construction
stage of the restoration took just 16
months, including the taking down at
Theobalds Park, the restoration of the
stonework and the reassembly in
Paternoster Square at a final cost of
£2.9 million.

This work required both traditional and
modern techniques in order to retain
the original condition of the stonework
and to ensure that it was both safe
and durable. In all 2650 stones were
taken down, individually numbered
and restored before being
reassembled. The four original statues
depicting King Charles |, King Charles
I, King James | and his wife, Queen
Anne of Denmark, all of which had
been carved by John Bushnell in 1672,
had survived but were in a very poor
state. Charles Il had broken in two
across the shoulders with his feet and
lower legs in 15 pieces. These were
all carefully restored by CWO
and remounted in the niches.

The cost of the reconstruction was
met by the Temple Bar Trust and a
number of City Livery Companies
(including the Masons of course!)
whose names are recorded on
memorial plaques inside the upstairs
room.

It has seemed particularly appropriate
to use this room for meeting new
Liverymen as its original construction
and more recent restoration were both
undertaken by members of our
Company and, following the sale of
our hall in 1865, is now as near as we
get to having a base of our own in the
City.

With acknowledgements to the
booklet on Temple Bar available from
St Paul’s Cathedral bookshop and
other sources.
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