The Editor’s Notebook

Two reviews to report in 2010

The Master has established a review of our training
programme for the Craft. Liveryman Janet Nelms, an
educational consultant, is leading the task group. Janet
will be consulting widely amongst the Livery, the
industry and stonemasonry training colleges. She will
be looking at whether we are funding the right students;
if there are better ways to achieve our objectives with
the limited funds at our disposal and the changes
ahead in the training of apprentices and students. It
is hoped her review, which will be presented to Court
later in the year, will establish a new training strategy
post 2010.

Alongside this review another ‘informal and non-
permanent’ working group has been asked to look at
non-core funding and sponsorship to support such
projects as training, our award schemes and events.
The team, which is headed by Court Assistant David
Blake, consists of Liverymen Patricia Langley, David
Cavaye and John Bennett.

David is keen to seek the views of all the Livery on
sources of funding and for Liverymen to suggest likely
names of corporate sponsors and funding
organisations.

Researching our Past

Historical documents concerning our medieval past
were lost, like many others, in the Great Fire, so there
is a considerable gap in the Company’s history. When
the Court agreed recently that we should consider
producing an up to date History of the Company, it
was considered important that we tried to fill in as
much of that period as possible.

One of the ways to find out about the activities of
stonemasons and the craft is to study the registered
wills of masons. We have, therefore, invited Dr. Jessica
Lutkin to research the wills of the community of masons
who lived and worked in the City of London between
1200 and 1550. Dr. Lutkin, who recently carried out a
similar project for the Joiners and Ceilers, will examine
wills enrolled at the Archdeaconry, Commissary, and
Hustings Courts of London and, hopefully will present
her findings towards the end of 2010.

Work on the project, which is being funded privately,
and the possible history is being overseen by David

Beattie. Richard Woodman-Bailey, David Blake and

Michael St.John Parker.
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Company Chaplain

The Court has agreed to the appointment of a Chaplain
to the Company. Traditionally each Master appoints
his own chaplain who attends on him at functions
and Court and that will continue, if the Master so
wishes.

The Company Chaplain will act for the Company and
be available to members of the Livery, where he will
also take on the role of almoner.

The first Chaplain, appointed for five years, is
Liveryman Canon Nick Fennemore.

Nick was admitted to the Livery in 2007. He was
ordained in 1979 and has been a hospital chaplain
for the last 23 years. Aged 54, he is head of chaplaincy
and bereavement support services for the Portsmouth
Hospitals NHS Trust. He is married to Edwina and
has three children.

Stonemasons come out of retirement

Stonemasons are being brought out of retirement to
return some of Britain’s finest Victorian stations to
their former glory.

Amongst the stations to get major renovations are
King’s Cross, St. Pancras and Edinburgh’s Waverley.

King’s Cross will replace its 1970’s forecourt and turn
it into a public space bigger than Leicester Square
and the main train shed roof, which dates back to
the 1850s. They will also be fitting 2,500 sg.m. of
glass including solar panelling, which will provide 10
per cent of the stations electricity.

A Network Rail spokesman said the organisation took
its stewardship responsibilities very seriously. ‘As we
revamp and refurbish stations we, whenever possible,
renovate too. As well as employing experts with
modern skills we need to find those with skills rooted
in the past and that includes bringing craftsmen like
stonemasons out of retirement.’

Continuing Sponsorship

Harbro Tool Supplies has agreed to continue its joint
sponsorship of tool prizes to masonry students in
2010 following the excellent reception of the scheme
last year.
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