The Master’s Banquet -

A Night to

A splendid and special oc

This year’s Master’s Banquet was a splendid and special occasion
attended not only by the Lord Mayor, Alderman Nick Anstee, and the
Sheriffs, Alderman David Wootton and Peter Cook and their ladies
but by Liveryman and Honorary Court Member, HRH The Duke of
Gloucester KG.

Three hundred and fifty liverymen and their guests received the
distinguished party as they were led in by the Master and Mrs Anne
Sarson, the Wardens and their ladies and Mr and Mrs Richard Sayer.
Mr Sayer, former Prime Warden of the Shipwrights’ Company and
retired senior partner of Ince & Co. later responded with considerable
wit on behalf of the guests.

Guests included Mr. Paul Shepherd, Governor of the Merchant
Adventurers of York, Mr. Alex Stables of Stone Federation Great
Britain and the Masters of various Livery Companies and their ladies.

The Lord Mayor, responding to the toast to the City, compared the
qualities of natural stone to the City - a quality product that weathered
the seasons well. Both were facing challenging times. Recent press
reports on the economic and banking crisis had damaged the City
and abroad some believed ‘it is closed for business. Trust had broken
down between the British public and the City and we have to do
better, whatever we do. There can be no more business as usual,
our licence to operate demands we are also socially useful’.

The Master told his audience that liveries were under attack - we
have been seen as exclusive dining clubs and we must do more to
support our craft through our charities and he made a strong plea for
more funds to continue our work in this area. He highlighted the useful
partnership between the City and our craft with the joint support for
the Award scheme that resulted in the Flowerbench. [see page 7].

His Royal Highness spoke of his pleasure at the establishment of the
Duke of Gloucester Awards [DoGAs] and their development. He chose
the occasion to announce the final third part of the Awards - his Gold
Medal for Stonemasonry, which will awarded for the first time later
in 2010.

Photographs of the Master’s Banquet are by Michael O’Sullivan
Photography, and are available via his website:
www.michaelosullivan.co.uk
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